NEWTONw e [SLE

Clerk: Dave Gibbs, 358 High Road, Newton-in-the-Isle, PE13 5HS
Tel: 01945 870083 e Email: parishclerk@newtonintheisle.org.uk

Minutes of a Meeting of Newton-in-the-Isle Parish Council
held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 9" July 2024

Present - ClIr R Bradley (Chairman), Clir A Clark, Clir S Clark (to 025/24), Clir K Humphris, Clir
R Moore, ClIr B Simpson, ClIr K Simpson, ClIr S King (CCC), ClIr C Seaton (FDC), D
Gibbs (Clerk), 8 parishioners

018/24 Apologies for Absence
None.

019/24 Chairman’s Announcements
None.

020/24 Public Forum

Residents expressed concern regarding the condition of a mature sycamore tree in the
Playing Field and its proximity to adjoining properties. Members discussed options to
reduce the canopy of the tree or to pollard it, but neither option offered a long-term
solution. They resolved to fell the tree and asked the Clerk to obtain quotes from suitable
contractors.

A resident noted the number of garden hedges that now obstruct the pavements around the
village. This issue has been mentioned by others and is on the agenda as 026/24(b).

021/24 Minutes of Previous Meetings

a) RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14" May be agreed and
signed as a true and accurate record.

b) RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday
17t April be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.

022/24 County and District Councillors Reports

County - ClIr King presented his report. He explained that highways officers had not
supported the proposed pavement extension outside 118 High Road due to concerns
regarding drainage. He suggested that a site meeting be arranged between the relevant
parties to clarify the issues. Applications under the 20mph scheme will be presented to the
Highways and Transport Committee at the September meeting. The mossy pavement in
Westfield Road is to be considered for slurry sealing. The highway weed spraying in the
village should have taken place already, but it is not clear whether this has happened. This
will be clarified shortly. The replacement of the No HGV sign at the junction of Rectory Road
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and Chapel Lane is awaiting a quote from the contractor. The grips suggested as part of the
solution to surface water outside the bungalows in the High Road have not been cut.

District - Cllr Seaton explained that council meetings had been cancelled due to the General
Election, so there was little to report.

023/24 Police Matters

The Clerk reported that no meetings had taken place with the Neighbourhood Sergeant. An
elderly resident of the High Road had experienced several incidents of antisocial behaviour,
possibly relating to a neighbour and the Police are involved. Investigation by the Clerk of a
large fly-tipping incident in Franks Lane has revealed documentary evidence identifying the
source of the waste and Street Scene officers are confident that they will be able to issue
fines to two individuals.

024/24 Clerk’s Report

The Clerk reported on meetings attended including webinars on the proposed Fens
Reservoir and the National Grid Eastern Green Link electricity line. Correspondence received
included details of the retendering of the street light maintenance contract, and the refusal
of the planning appeal for a new dwelling adjacent to Fitton House, Fitton End Road.

025/24 Outstanding Matters

a) Abandoned vehicle in Colvile Road - no update.

b) Accumulation of scrap in Colvile Road - no update.

c) Dangerous path surface at St James Close - no update.

d) Vacant properties - ClIr S Clark is investigating a rumour that Clarion Housing Group
intends to auction a vacant bungalow due to the amount of renovation required. The
overgrown lawn outside a vacant property in Goodens Lane has been cut. Clir Moore
reported that work inside the vacant bungalow in Colvile Road appeared to have been
completed, but scaffolding had been erected for roof repairs.

Clir S Clark left the meeting.

e) Allocation of vacant allotment - Clir A Clark reported that there is rubble in the ground
that will need to be removed before it can be ploughed. He will spray the site again and
work with others to remove the rubble.

f)  Wildflower meadow - no update.

g) Byway winter closures - the Chairman will contact the Rights of Way Officer to clarify the
next steps.

h) Village bus service - the neighbouring parishes have agreed to consult with residents
regarding their current use and aspirations for the service.

i)  Former Colvile School site - no update.

j)  Playing Field dyke - the Clerk advised members that he had invited five contractors to
visit the site to discuss options, but only one had responded. No quote has been
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k)

o)

received. The two options appear to be the clearance and reprofiling of the dyke or
installation of a pipe. ClIr Bradley will contact UK Power Networks to seek clarification
of the exact location of the underground cable.

Residents’ survey - a meeting of the working group will take place to start the process.

Lorry collision with street light - the insurance payment for the cost of removing and
replacing the light has been received, minus the excess of £250. The Clerk will arrange
for the excess sum to be recovered from the vehicle’s insurer.

Former Woadman’s Arms site - the Clerk reported that he had written to the agent
regarding the covenant on the site, but had received no response.

Insurance arrangements - the Clerk advised members that he had secured a comparable
policy from a well known local government insurer for an annual premium of £676
compared with the renewal quote of £845 from the previous insurer.

High Road pavement extension - see ClIr King’s report 022/24.

026/24 Members’ and Residents’ Issues

a)

b)

St James’ Church - the Clerk presented a summary of the responses to the public
consultation on the future of the church. Whilst the number of responses received was
relatively low, the majority of those responding were interested in getting involved in
the process of finding a new use for the church.

Overgrown hedges - members listed several locations reported to them where hedges
overhang the pavements or obstruct vision at junctions. The Clerk will write to the
residents concerned and include an article in the forthcoming newsletter to encourage
people to undertake the necessary work during the winter months.

Chartwell School site - the Clerk reported that he had identified the company
responsible for the new educational provision at the former Chartwell School site
following concerns expressed by residents. The facility will cater for up to six girls aged
between 5 and 18, although there are currently no primary aged pupils. Members of
the Council are invited to arrange a visit to find out more.

027/24 Highways

a)

b)

c)

The Clerk reported that the next section of the surface dressing of the B1165 from the
western end of the village as far as Tydd St Giles is scheduled for 2025, following
preliminary work undertaken recently. The new Local Highways Officer has started and
the Clerk will meet with her shortly to discuss the ongoing issues. The Handyman is
cutting the three roadside verge areas regularly and undertaking other tasks to improve
the appearance of the village. Newton Street Pride has planted bedding plants in the
planter around the village sign and removed weeds from the other planters.

The timetable for the 20mph zone application has changed, see 022/24.

The Clerk presented data recorded by the MVAS device on High Road, eastern end, with
a speed limit of 40mph.
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Number of vehicles - 21,736

Minimum speed - 5mph

Maximum speed - 77mph

Average speed - 35.18mph

85th percentile speed - 41mph

Number over speed limit - 17.72% - 3,852 vehicles

Number over prosecutable limit (10%+2 above limit) - 5.22% - 1,135 vehicles
Number over disqualification limit (30mph above limit) - 0.03% - 6 vehicles

028/24 Planning

Members considered the following planning applications and resolved accordingly:

a)

b)

F/YR24/0538/RM - Reserved Matters application relating to detailed matters of appearance,
landscaping, layout and scale pursuant to outline permission F/YR23/0315/0 to erect up to 2 x
dwellings (2-storey 5-bed) involving demolition of existing buildings - Land East and West of Croft
Grange, 307 High Road, Newton-in-the-Isle.

Members resolved to offer no objection.

F/YR24/0539/VOC - Removal of Condition 04 (Agricultural Occupancy) of planning permission
F/YR10/0150/0 (Erection of 1no detached agricultural dwelling) - 225 High Road, Newton-in-the-
Isle.

Members resolved to offer no objection.

Members reviewed the following applications:

c)

d)

F/YR24/0406/PNC04 - Change of use from agricultural building to 1 x dwelling (single-storey, 3-
bed) (Class Q (a) and (b)) - Barn East of 486 High Road, accessed from Franks Lane, Newton-in-
the-Isle

Members noted the application.

F/YR24/0529/NONMAT - Non-material amendment: Removal of "agricultural” from the original
description relating to planning permission F/YR10/0150/0 (Erection of 1no detached
agricultural dwelling) - 225 High Road, Newton-in-the-Isle

Members noted the application.

029/24 Play Equipment

a)

b)

Members discussed options for the cleaning of the shelter. Cllr B Simpson agreed to
approach a window cleaner to ascertain whether he would be able to undertake the
work. The Clerk has invited a contractor to visit the site to discuss options for the
roundabout bearing.

The Clerk has asked the contractor to provide a quote for the replacement of the soft
play surfaces.

030/24 Finance

a)

The Clerk presented an updated financial statement as at the end of June, showing
income of £7,985.68 and expenditure of £2,514.35, resulting in a surplus of £5,471.33
and total funds held of £37,711.32.
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b) Members noted the following sums received:

Barclays BAnK (INTIESt) ......ueeeeeeeeeeeeiirreeeeeieeeeieiiireeeieeeeeeesssisveeesesseesssisssnns £ 109.32
Zurich Insurance (street light Claim).........ccccovveveeeieieeeiiiieieiiieeeeisiiiireeeeeenn £1,264.38
£1,373.70

c) Members noted the following sum paid by direct debit:

Information Commissioner (registration fee) ..........ccccccvvevvvvvveeveeeeeisesrnnn. £ 35.00
d) Members ratified the following payments:

100788  Business Services at CAS Ltd (insurance)............ccoueeeecvvenn. £ 676.11

e) Members approved the following payments:

100789 D A Gibbs (salary June and July)............eeeeeeeeeevvvveeeeeeeeeiieinnnn, £ 947.60
100790 D Freeman (handyman).............ccoceevvuveeeeeeeeeeeeiiivveeneeeeesesiinnnnn, £ 22842
100791 Newton Village Hall (Rall Rire) ............coeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeieeaeen, £ 60.00

£1,236.02

f) The Clerk presented the new draft financial regulations, based on the latest model
published by the National Association of Local Councils. Members resolved to adopt the
new regulations.

g) The Clerk reported that no alternative auditor had been identified. Members agreed to
defer this decision until the September meeting.

031/24 Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Council will take place on Tuesday 10t September at 7.30pm.
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